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LIFE OF DANIEL WEBSTER.                      [On. VIE.

spectable standing, who professed to have been robbed of a
large sum of money, at about nine o'clock in the night of De-
cember 19,1816, on the road between Exeter and Newbnry-
port, soon after passing the Essex Mammae Bridge, on his
way from JSTew Hampshire into Massachusetts. Among the
proofs of the robbery was a pistol-shot through his left hand,
received, as he said, before the robbers pulled him from
his horse; he and one of his assailants discharging their
pistols at each other on the same instant. He was then,
according to his account, dragged from his horse, and across
a fence into a field, robbed, and beaten until he was sense-
less. On his recovery he went back to the toll-house on
the bridge, where he appeared to be for a time in a state of
delirium. But he had sufficient self-possession to return to the
place of the robbery with some persons who accompanied him
with a lantern, where his watch, papers, and other articles
were found scattered on the ground. On the following day, he
went to JSTewburyport, and remained there ill, at intervals in a
state of real or simulated frenzy, for several weeks. Having
regained his health, he set about the discovery of the robbers ;
and so general was the sympathy for him in a veiy orderly
coirnnunityj that his plans were aided by the innocent zeal of
nearly the whole country-side. His first charge was against
the Kennistons, two poor men who dwelt in the town of New
Market, New Hampshire, on the other side of the river. In
their cellar he found a piece of gold, which he identified by a
mark which he said he had placed on all his money, and a ten-
dollar note which he also identified as his own. The Kennis-
tons were arrested, examined, and held for trial. He next
charged the toll-gatherer, one Pearson, as an accomplice; and
on his premises^ with the aid of a witch-hazel conjuror, he also
found some of Ms gold and papers hi which it had been wrapped.
Pearson was arrested, examined before two magistrates, and
discharged. He then complained against one Taber, a person
who lived in Boston. Knally, he followed a man named Jack-
man to the city of ISfew York, in whose house he Swore that he
also discovered some of Ms marked wrappers. The machinery
of an Executive requisition was put in motion, and tTackman
was brought into Massachusetts and lodged in jail. He and